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of peace work. TTie Government granted unemploy-
ment allowances to all who had not jobs and they paid
these allowances directly and not through the unions,
thereby giving strength to the communists' propa-
ganda that the Government really 'could support
the population if only it so chose.
The shortage of work with only a portion of the
army demobilized gave further aid to those who
desired to resume the practice of having a man do as
little as possible in order that more men might be
employed. Up on the Clyde the shipyard people and
the engineers went on an "unofficial" strike for a
forty-hour week 011 the plea that only by short hours
could places be found for the unemployed. The
miners joined in a strike of their own (which, however,
was official) and the London tube workers went out
"unofficially" for some days. The trainmen threat-
ened to strike. These strikes not only menaced in-
dustry, but, with industry, the unions. The unions
had to take the side of the employers or prepare to go
out of business.
In the meantime a Parliamentary Committee
headed by the Rt. Hon. J. H. Whitley and composed
of union men, employers, and representatives of the
general public had been appointed to devise some